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 Section A – Principles & Objectives 

 

Background 
A child with special educational needs or disability (SEND) is one who may not be able to gain full ac-
cess to the curriculum offered to the majority.  
Reasons may include: 
 

• Physical disability, including visual or hearing impairment. 

• Specific learning disorders, such as dyslexia or aspects of memory function. 

• Motor skill difficulties (fine and gross) 

• Oral and/or written expression limitations1.  

• Emotional or behavioural difficulties. 

• Illness and long-term absence 
 
This policy clarifies the approach we take to accommodating young persons with SEND challenges 
and supporting them in maximising their potential. 
 
 

Legal framework 
This policy is provided in accordance with the Children and Families Act 2014, as well as other legis-
lation and associated regulations relating to children and young people with special educational 
needs (SEN) and disabilities (D). These include:  
 

1. SEND Code of Practice: 0-25 years (January 2015) 

2. The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 

3. The Special Educational Needs (Personal Budgets) Regulations 2014 in relation to 
Education Health and Care Plans 

4. The Children Act 1989 

5. Equality Act 2010 

6. The Special Needs and Disability Act 2001 

7. Education Act 1993 

Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
We consider a child as having SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability, which calls for spe-
cial educational provision to be made for them because they: 
 

• have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same 
age,  

• have a disability, which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind gen-
erally provided for others of the same age in mainstream provisions. 

 
Needs can be categorised in four key areas, as detailed in the SEND Code of Practice 2015: 
 

1. Communication and interaction  
2. Cognition and learning  

                                                           
1 A young person must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or medium 

of communication of their home is different from the language in which they are (or will be) taught. 
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3. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  
4. Sensory and/or physical needs 

 
A young person will not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because their home lan-
guage is different from that in which they are taught. We may recommend that some children, 
whose first language at home is not English, receive support in English as an additional language (see 
our EAL policy). 
  
We recognise that many young persons will have additional needs at some time during their educa-
tional career, which may not be deemed to be ongoing and may only be short term. It is also recog-
nised that some young persons will have long-term additional needs. We believe that by implement-
ing this policy their needs may be appropriately supported in order for them to achieve to the best 
of their abilities. 
 
The following acronyms are used in this document:  
 

• SENDCO – Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (details of role & re-
sponsibilities can be found in the Appendices) 

• ILP – Individual Learning Plan 

• AfL – Assessment for learning 

• DSL – Designated Safeguarding Lead 

• EHC – Education, Health and Care 
 

Principles and aims 
We aim to 

• ensure that all young persons have access to a broad and balanced curriculum 

• provide learning which is differentiated according to the needs and abilities of the individual  

• promote sensitivity and responsiveness to SEND throughout the provision/college 

• encourage young persons with SEND to take as full a part as possible in all provision activi-
ties 

• educate young persons with SEND, whenever possible, alongside their peers within the 
mainstream curriculum 

• provide effective communication with the parents regarding their child’s progress and at-
tainment, and to recognise and encourage the vital role played by parents in supporting 
their child’s education 

• stimulate and maintain curiosity, interest and enjoyment for young persons with SEND in 
their own education, setting themselves aspirational personal targets, and ensuring that 
they are involved, where practicable, in decisions affecting their future SEND provision 

 
 

Procedural objectives 
 

• A designated person is responsible for coordinating and overseeing the SEND provision 
within the educational environment 

• A young person’s SEND needs will be identified as early as possible  

• Details regarding the SEND of young persons will be treated with appropriate levels of 
discretion and confidentiality  

• The SENDCO, staff, young person and parents will form a working partnership to ensure 
that appropriate support is established and maintained 

• Provision and progress will be monitored and reviewed regularly 
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• Outside agencies will be involved when appropriate  
• Resources will be managed to ensure such needs can be appropriately met 
• Appropriate training will be provided for staff and volunteers  

 

 

 

Section B- Implementation & Monitoring 

 

Identification, Assessment and Provision 

 

We recognise the importance of early identification of SEND. Evidence shows that early 

intervention and response improves the long‐term outcomes for young persons.  

 

Skills and attainment will initially be assessed via a Baseline Assessment. At the same time, we 

will consider whether a child has a disability under the Equality Act 2010 and, if so, what 

reasonable adjustments may need to be made and whether we can reasonably accommodate 

and support these needs effectively.  

 

High quality teaching, differentiated for individual young persons, is the first step in responding 

to those who have or may have SEND. Additional support cannot compensate for the lack of 

good quality teaching. Reviews of the quality of teaching will include staff’s understanding of 

strategies to support SEND young persons.  

 

Identification and Assessment 

Identification and provision will be determined through the provision’s ‘Wave’ system, as set 

out in the Appendices. 

 

The needs of young persons are evaluated through a range of indicators:  

• The outcome of annual, end-of-year assessments 
• Concerns raised by class or specialist staffs 
• Concerns raised by parents, the young person and outside agencies and to take account 

of any information that they provide (for example Educational Psychologist, Occupa-
tional Therapist or Speech and Language reports).   

• Behaviour data.  
 
 

Individual Learning Plans 

A child with SEND will have an ILP and this will be reviewed every half term with the 

commissioners.  
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Equal Access  
 
All staff are responsible for ensuring that all young persons, irrespective of ethnic origin, sexual ori-
entation, disability and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the oppor-
tunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our provision. 
 
All staffs should be aware of the individual and differing needs of the young persons and have access 
to individual records.  
 
 

CPD 
 
All staff in the provision will be provided with general or specific training or information on meeting 
the needs of SEND within their group. There is an expectation that staff who receive training will 
disseminate their knowledge to others to benefit all working with SEND young persons.  
 

 

Communication and Collaboration – Partnership with Parents/Carers 
 

We will ensure that all parents/carers are fully informed of the progress that their child makes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational Health Care Plan (EHC) 
 
If a young person has an EHC the provision will take responsibility for ensuring that all staff 
working with the young persons have read and understood the EHC plan. We are only able 
to take young people on part time with an EHC plan.  
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Appendix 1- Checklist for Early Detection of SEND 
 

 

Name of young person: 

 

Staff: 

 

The observations below are of a nature that a staff would identify quite early. 

 

Criteria ✓  

Significant discrepancy between oral and written performance  

Persistent difficulties with spelling easy or common words  

Erratic spelling- has good and bad days  

Difficulty getting ideas down on paper  

Problems putting things in sequential order  

Written work fails to express the student’s understanding, ideas or vocabulary  

Easily misreads or miscopies  

Loses place easily when reading or following instructions  

Has difficulty seeing errors- cannot proof-read  

Finds reading new words difficult  

Handwriting may be messy, poorly constructed or immature  

Shows left / right confusion  

Finds it difficult to memorise / remember new facts, new words, and new 

instructions 

 

Has trouble generalising or acquiring and applying new rules  

Does not seem to learn by ordinary teaching methods  

May be described as a quick forgetter rather than a slow learner  

 



Sensory Learning and Play C.I.C. & Transform Counselling Services C.I.C. collaborate to run HARMONY Wellbeing Provision 

 
 

7 

 

NB:  Not every young person with SEND shows all these difficulties, but when a number of 

difficulties are manifested simultaneously further investigations should be made. 

 
 


